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Independent writers 
Rajah E. Smart and 
Felicia M. Banks 
preliminary cover of 
latest release. 

The idea of people being linked together because of a common thread or spirit. 
Rajah E. Smart and Felicia M. Banks truly are on a mission to turn their ideas into 
creativity. I’ve had the pleasure to work on their projects and motivate them to begin 
writing again. I started reading Clarity of Absence when I met them and the book 
changed my life.  I purchased Exit Strategy and You Were There and they didn’t 
disappoint. There is something that can be said about writing for the sheer joy. 
Beginning Literary Penumbra, the plan was just to focus on this literary movement 
magazine; however, the team agreed to reignite this type of relative literature. 
Anyone who has read the last few books by Dr. Smart would agree. I was able to 
take some time and interview these two regarding their latest release, The Sakura 
Cloud due in 2023.  

How do your books get published? Felicia: Self-publishing - we can do the work 
ourselves and anything is possible nowadays with social media. Six percent of 
royalties isn’t cool when you do 100% of the work. 
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Where do you two get your information or ideas for 
your books?  
Felicia: From silly stuff we see day to day trolling social 
media or stuff that happens to me. 
Rajah: It has to hit me deep from the news or something, 
but news is so mindless now I rely on my imagination. 
  
How many books have you written? Which is your 
favorite?  
Felicia: I defer to him on this one.  
Rajah: About 10 and Exit Strategy is my favorite. There was 
a lot goin on in there. 
  
Do you hear from your readers much? What kinds of 
things do they say? 
Rajah: Yeah, and it’s when you coming out with a new 
book?  
I know I personally have to monitor some of that 
<laughing> 
Felicia: Yes. You right.  
  
As a child, what did you want to do when you grew up?   
Felicia: Mortician  
Rajah: Retired <laughing> 
  
How would you two sum this book up? 
Rajah: The Sakura Cloud centers infidelity and murder using 
the legend of the cherry blossom to enter a mind-bending 
journey into multiverses for penance. 
Felicia: That works-- 
  
Is the book based on either of you? 
Felicia: No. We don't need more rumors but that would make a good book. 

 
How did you come up with the idea? 
Rajah: I had a dream and woke up to write down the 
idea. 
Felicia: I added the realism and consistency. 
  
How did you two meet? You seem close and 
where there is one there is the other.  
Rajah: You got it <he addresses to Felicia> 
Felicia: High school—we looked out for each other 
when no one else did. Man, we didn’t think we would 
make it.   
  
Is it difficult to write together? 
Felicia: I thought it would be, but we have known 

each other since high school--33 years so I can manage him. 
Rajah: Oh yeah, because I’m so difficult.  
Sir, I work with you too so I know.  
Rajah: <he laughs> Felicia is better than she thinks at writing and she doesn’t kill the 
process by being overprotective and I do the same for her.   

What’s next after this book? 
Felicia: Can we get through this one first <she laughs>. 

Felicia and Rajah in 
maize and blue 
combination 

  Six percent of 
royalties isn’t 
cool when you 
do 100% of the 
work 

  -FELICIA BANKS


